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By CLIFFORD KRAUSS

ZINTAN, Libya — Few towns
sacrificed or contributed as much
ta the Libyan insurrection as this
dusty mountain town southwest
of Tripoh. On Tuesday there was
Joy. poetry. exhibitions of master-
ful  horsemanship, parachute
jumps, speeches and symbols of
natienal unity, Dozens of war
prisoners were even quietly
freed

But between the lines in many
of the speeches by political lead-
ers {rom around the country.
there were warnings, threats and
subtle jabs that suggest the revo.
lution has many challenges
ahead.

A leader from Misurata, an-
other rebel stronghold. warned
the interim government nat to in-
clude anyone aligned with the re-
gime of Col, Myammar el-Qadda-
fiin the new administration. A
national leader made several
velled warnings about the grow-
ng influence of the Persian Gull
state of Qatar. And there was no
sign that any rebel militias would
five up their arms soon.

“Libya should have no differ.
ences between north and south

nor between tribes” said Mah-
moud Jibril, who led the rebels’
Transitional Natienal Couneil
through the revolt and served as
interim prime  minister before
stepping dawn (wo weeks agn
“We should be united so we can
prove (o the world that the last 42
years were an exception to Lib-
yan history”

There were many pitch-perfect
calls for competing militias,
tawns and tribes to meld together
as one nation, as were the cheers
and responses of "God is great™
from a crowd of 5,000 gathered on
the hilltops abave an equestrian
field used for Ziman fesnvals.
The city has a population of only
50,000, but 1ts support is critical
for the new government, because
0 many people here have weap-
ons at A time when sporadic con-
[ronfations continue between mi-
litias around the country.

While government officials are
negotiating in Tripoli and Ben-
ghazi over who will get which
posts in a new cabinet, militia
leaders in Zintan and Misurata
are jockeying over wha will com-
mand a new national army, which
is scheduled to be formed over
the next month. Zintan fighters

Youth in the Arab Spring

Through a car window, a girl watched a demonstration in Sana, the capital of Yemen, on Monday. Yemen has bee
the streets demanding the ouster of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who has ruled for 33 years. and rival pol
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Celebrating Peace and Unity in Libya, but Feeling Tension Beneath the Surface

were ordered by the interim gov-
ernment to leave Tripoh four
days ago, but they still have not
departed lrom their checkpaints
around the caprtal.

S it was not insignificant that
Abdulrahman Souweli, a senior
Misurata mulitia leader, told the
crowd: “The people of Misurata
and Zintan were together in vic-
tory. We have to remain united
But, Mr. Souweli added, “there's
no place for those who worked
with Qaddafi in the new govern-
ment. We won't allow that.”

Sitting behind him under a can-
opy with national leaders and for-
eign ambassadors was Mukiar
al-Akhdar, a former Qaddafy
army colondél who played a rri?—
wal role i leading the Zint
forces to take control of ‘.rnpuh s
arrport at the end of the war.

Stll a militia leader, Mr. Al
Akhdar did not address the
crowd. Bul in an interview alter
the speeches, he made it clear
that he intended to pursue a sig-
rificant national role. He said his
forces did not plan 1o surrender
their weapons until they were
satisfied that a good national
army and police force had been

Ligva

Zintan played a vital strategic
role.in the uprising in Libya.

formed to protect the country.

“The peaple of Zintan will safe-
guard Libya's well-bemg and sta-
bility” he said, adding that even if
his forces disarmed. “we know
how to get weapons il anything
happens to Libya.™

The central message of the day
was the one that officials in the
mterim government have been
trying (o project every day for
weeks: One battle is over, but an-
other is beginning — ta rehabili-
tate the wounded, rebuild de-

I factions h

stroyed cities and get the country
moving again. Umty is para-
mount, government officials and
even militia leaders say

The day's festival was called n
the name of freedom, which Zin.
tan fighters said was their ban
ner throughout the war as they
created a vital southern front
against the forces loyal to Colone!
Qaddaf

Zmntan 15 a poor town, but one
that celebrates  horsemanship
and poetry, and there was plenty
of both on a sunny day A young
boy wearing a flawing white tra.
ditional robe recited a poem to
the crowd, declaring, om
15 like 4 Nower, like a bird flying
over the sky”

During the festiviues, accord:
Ing 1o Zimtan security guards., as
many as 8 people taken prisoner
during the war — mustly those
suspecied of supparting the Qad-
dali government were re
leased. It was done without being
announced, 50 as not to anger the
people celebraung thewr recont
wictary, the guards saul

But Mr. Jibril warned that
there were threats 1o the nanon’s
freedom, both Internal and ex:

turmoil for months, as protesters have filled
- fought for a share of power.

Huddled in a Tent, a Turkish Fami{y Braces for Jolts and Uncertainty

By MIMI WELLS
VAN, Turkey — The once busy.
sudewalks of this city n eastern
Turkey have morphed into a d
olate

ae of partly colla
s, broken glass ane win.
hanging  dangerously

It 15 here thal the 16 members
of the Yesilova family have made
their home In a tent since Oet. 23,
when a 72-magnitude earth
quake hit this mostly Kurdish
area, just about 60 miles from the
horder with Iran.

*It was a long shake, it seemed
to get stronger and stronger,” re-
called Esin Unal, 33, an old friend
of the Yesilovas, who has found
refuge with the family. The earth:
quake rattled the nerves of the
residents of the city as well as its
infrastructure. The Yesilova fam.
ily remains deeply unsettled
weeks later,

The quake coliapsed six tuild
ings and killed more than 600
people — but many of the struc-
tures around the city remained
intact, or at least they appeared
0,

Underneath  their  lacades,
many recently spruced up in an
attempt to beautify the city, was a
deadly flaw: outdated, decrepit
foundations and walls that were
slowly eracking beneath the sur-
face. %

Na structure, fi seemed, could
be trusted. Though the initial
quake left no visible damage to
the Yesilovas' home — a new
ruur story building in an area

dnrxled o move out and put up a
small tent in their- backyard,
away from other buildings find
the danger of altershocks and
falling debris.

“All my children and their ba-
bies were in there,” said Yusul
Yesilova, 77. “1 thought, if some-
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thing collapses, that will be the
end of my entire family.”

Like many of the people here,
the members of the Yesilova fam-
ily thought that the tent would be
atemporary solulion (0 a lempo-
wary problem. Bul now there is no
end in sight to their new life of
hving in a tent.

Yusul Yesilova put his life's
savings into the building, which
he bought just last summer. If he
and his family cannot return to it
eventually, they have no idea
where they will go

Emin Demirci, secretary gen-
eral of the Eastern Anatolian De-
velopment Agency, said the gov-
ernment planned to hire 400 engl-
neers to check the estimated
90,000 structures tn Van. He said
it would take three months,

In the meantime, he said, hall
of Van's 400,000 residents have
fled the city. Most of those who
have remained are, like the Ye-
stiovas, living in tents that have
been set up throughout the city,
Mast of those tents — more than

70,000 of them — have been sup-
plied by the government or relief
Agencies.

Cetin Yesflova, 35, one of
Yusul's five sons, bought their
tent at a supermarket. It was the
anly kind he could find — a sum-
mér tent, the kind used by fam-
ilies here on vacations 1o nearby
Lake Van: All 16 of the Yesilovas
could not fit inside, o 10 of them,
mostly the children, slept inside;
the rest slept in'their cars.

With winter approaching. icy
winds blasted through the lhin
~walls of the tent, After two nights
they had had enough.

= *[t was not safe lo Kn home,” ]

said Cetin Yesilova; who is a geol-
Ogist at & nearby uniyersity, “but
we had no choice; tent life is very
difficult. 1t was so cold and rain-
water was coming in from the
rool.”

For a week they lived at home .

and tried o get settled back into
their routines. But' Cetin and his

brathers worried day and njght
that thewr home could fall apart

Someone donated a much lrg-
er, msulated tent, and the young-
est Yesilova boy, Emre, 16, volun-
teered to put it up,

“1did it for my family." he said
simply.

Then on Nov. 8 the ground
shook again, as they had feared,
with a  powerfu! altershock.
Though the subsequent quake
claimed far fewer lives — seven
s0 far — many of the damaged
buildings collapsed — 25 in all
and the city was paralyzed psy-
chologically.

“I died inside,” sad Mine Ye-
sitova, 32, as she squatted in the
muddy parden outside the tent
and washed dishes in near-freez-
ing water, “The walls and win-
dows and doors were bending in
toward me. | grabbed my chil-
dren, one under each arm, and
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Th e, the family agreed,
there was no going back hame.

A few of the Yestlova women
made one last dash into their
home to get carpels, cushions,
cups — anything to make the
stark white domelike tent more
camfortable. Heat poured out
from a portable oven that Emre
had rigged with wires and tubing

The night alter the secand
quake, the family sat around the
tent in little groups, some of the
wamen wearing traditional head-
scarves, as they ate chocolates
and loaked a1 photographs on
their laplops.

I had to work a long time to
get that woman” said Yusulf,
pointing al his wile, Gungor, 67,
He is a retired businessman, and
he wore a smart suit jacket and
had combed back his thick gray
hair, “She is a Turk. | am a Kurd™
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Twice, two of the women
thaught they felt small quakes
and shouted. Cetin pulled out his
1Phane ta check if there was any
news.

*s nothing.” he sad, but
YJIL' women shook their heads.

A lew minutes later the ground
shoak with three strong jalts
yet another aftershock of the
kind that scientists predict will be
occurnng often over the next few
months. (Early Tuesday, Van was

en by a 52.magnitude al.
tershock.)

Zeynep Yesilova, a thin 17-
year-old who had been playing
quietly with her cellphone, burst
into tears and clutched her aunt.

For n mament no one spoke.

“Only God khows when it will
end,” muttered Gungor, breaking
her silence, her arthritic legs
tucked beneath her, as she

watched her family,
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A stadiiim in Van, Turkey, has become n'camp for people displaced by the Oct, 23 earthquake.
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ternal. He did nol mention &
country by name, bul it was clear
he was making one more in a se-
ries of warmngs about Qatar,
which had offered crucial mil-
itary, financial and political sup-
part 1a the rebels,

“If we don't stay together I'm
afraid another power will have an
mmpact in Libya.” he said during
his speech. At anather point, he

said, "I we don't umite, that could”

e

1 to foreign intervention in
R

Mr_hbril 15 not the only leader
who has warned that Qatar has
gone around the rebel authorities
to arm miliuas on !}é\ru\vn toin-
crease its influencé and possibly
to pfomaote an Islamiist agenda

His remarks a day afte;
the vice chairman of the Transy

tional National Council, Abdei
Hafidh Ghoga, crincized other
feaders for distancing  them

selves from (atar

“These statements are person
al statements and do not repre
sent the ideas of the Transition. |
National Council,” he sand. “The
Transitional National Couneil ar
preciates the role of Qatar in sup
porting Libya™

Israeli Army

May Need

To Hit Gaza,
General Says

By ISABEL KERSHNER

JERUSALEM — Israel's mil
sary chiel of stafl warned Tues
day that the repeate rounds of
escalated violence in the “south
would eventually require Israel
to carry oul another large-scale
military operation m Hamas-con
trolled Gaza,

“We cannot continue with one
round after another”™ the official.
, told n
meeting Parl
ment's Foreign Affairs and De
fense Committee. He smd the
point at mcn a miltary opera-
ton become  necessary
was llr.m ng closer

Gener Gantz's  assessmen|
came dur routine sécunly
briefing ta partiamentary
committee. The military later re-
leased n summary of his re
marks.

Any such operation would have
1o be ordered by the political
leadership. not the military, Nev-
ertheless, the comments raised
the prospect of another armed
conflict in Gaza, where a fierce.
threc-week Isracli military cans-
paign in the winter of 2008-2008
drew inlernational opprobeium,

At that tme, Israel, prompled
by vears of persistent rocket fire
an its southern communities,
mounted a devastating air and
ground offensive that left as
many as 1400 Palestinians dead
d parts of Ga
infrastructure in ruins
Thirteen Israelis were also lalled
during the war

simce then, mm-:u security ofti
an informa!
Tk g lyrgely prevailed
Hamas and.other militant groups
in Gaza have manage: to rebuild
their weapons stocks and to ac-
quire more advanced arms

In late October, Israel killed
nine Palestinians belonging 1o |s
lamic Jihad in several airstrikes
on Gaza as the mililanls were
preparing to fire rockets into 1s.
rael, according 1o the milnary, 1s-
lamic Jihad and other smalles
groups fired barrages of tockels
a1 southern Israel, killing a rest-
dent of the coastal city of Ash-
kelon, Schools in southern Israel
were closed, and the daily routine
of hundreds of thousands of Is.
‘raclis was severely disrupted,

The relative calm since has
been punctuated by a trickle of
rocket fire and occasional Israe
airstrikes. Two rockets struck Is-
raeli lerritory on Tuesday. No ins
Juries were reported.

In his comments an Gaza, Gen-
eral Gantz said Israel would not
be “dragged imo” an operation
there, but would rather initiate an
orderly one.

His remarks came against the
background of a brewing argu-
ment between the country’s de.
fense minister and finance min-
ister over proposed culs (o the
defense bidget. The defense min-
ister, Ehud Barak, strongly op-
poses any cut, as does the mil-
itary.

General Gantz told the parlia-
mentary committee that Israel is
facing a “more complex strategic
reality” than before, and uncer-
tainty on many fronts. That, he
sald, does not allow Israel “in,
take risks” through budget cuts.

Surveying an environment al-
tered by the revolutions and the

s

| Arab Spring, General Gantz said
| Istael's border with Egypt had

now.become susceptible Lo ter-
rorist activity emanating from
the Egyptan Sinal. He added

| that Palestinian frustration could
| still lead to an outburst of vio-

lence in the West Bank, referring
ta-concerns stirred up by the Pal-
estinian bid for de facto state rec-
ognition by the United Nations
Security Council,
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