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Preface

hen I think back on it now, I suppose this book began—

as so many of the most important things in life do,

really—while rumbling in a van through the soybean
hields of eastern Iowa. It was April 2003, and I was on assignment for
the New York Times Magazine, traveling with Howard Dean, who
was just then becoming a serious contender for the presidential
nomination of the Democratic Party. I found Dean interesting, but
what interested me more were his crowds. I had seen my share of
standard political rallies, but I was completely unprepared for the
depth of partisan passion and fury that swelled within the gymnasi-
ums and community centers on our route. “I'm Howard Dean, and I
represent the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party!” the candi-
date would thunder, hitting his signature line, and long-suffering
liberals found themselves literally moved to tears.

In Washington, Dean’s campaign was written off as the latest of
the party’s quadrennial children’s crusades, an antiwar juggernaut
fueled by the same college kids whose parents had screamed for Gene
McCarthy. But when you saw it up close, you knew it was more than

that; not only were those kids at the Dean rallies, along with their
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