AFRICA: THE DESPERATE CONTINENT
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into Zimbabwe. .

.| The Struggle to Survive |

Drought afflicts 21 countries; millions despair of food

Justin Chi_naka lives in northern Zimbabwe, near Mozambique. He has seen starving Mozambicans crawl

By Josh Friedman across the continent as refugess. Twenty-one Afri-  sources, 500,000 metric tons of food aid, half of it &
Newsday Stalf Correspondent can nations are now affected by drought, accord-  from the Unitad‘Statu alone, are already pledged ki
Nothing that happened to Job in the Bible D2 to the United Nations Food and Agriculture and in the pipe!me—qven though Ethiopian offi- |

matches what is happening to the more than 400  OTBanization (FAQ). More than & million tons of cials say food is running out. | |
million Africans who live south of the Sahara de- f00d aid is needed next year to keep between 30 ® Sudan — The second worst-affected country i
sait. million and 40 million people from extreme hun-  in Africa, in part because refugees pouring in |
For one dazzling moment in the past two dic-  Ber — posaibly death. That amount would require  from Ethiopia and Chad, More gees have en- ] i
ades, they had known hope as one after another  G0N0T nations to provide 40 percent more aid than tered the Sudan than any other African country. [
their countries became independent. But hope they gave this year, the FAO says. The UN estimates 4.5 million Sudanese and o
waa dashed, first by man-made calamities — and "The peopld in many countries in Africa are 700,000 refugees face starvation if food aid is in- LY
now by nature, itself worse off now than they were al the b ad sterday, Presid

L o 4 e & d

The world's economy veered crazily from infla-  the year and their prospects for the future are ordered the Air Fores to fly emergency m
tion io recession. African countries and their dimmer," says UN' Secretary General Javier and food today to refugee camps in eastern Su:
wealthy supporters mishandled agricultural de- Perez de Cuellar. dan, where thousands of Ethxwdg.: have flad.]
_velopment. 'lq;z prices of their cash crops plunged Overall the situation has deteriorated sharp,, ® Mozambique — Thls_country y ﬁhat, be

oo the world market. Energy prices shot up with  1¥." FAO director general Edouard Ssouma said pulling out of a threé-year bout with drought that
1+ -the price of oil, stalling deg:efopment in aF;] but last week of next year's food prospects. ; has killed tens of thousands and led the Marxist
the lucky few African countries with their own oil According to most sources, at least eight African country’s economty ise, Bul'a quarter of -
Seirvas nations are the most critically affected by drought:  the population still needs food aj especially be- -
Then, it stopped raining. . @ Ethiopia — Widely t:hqughrtcbel.l:le worst-ofl  fore the April harvest, Hopes t guerrilla
In east Africa and in the area of west Africa 0 Africa, between 6 million and & million of its ups would pull back have f: with the col-

call , the fringe of tries along the People face starvation. Most of them live at high apse of a treaty that would have brought peace to
bme%!"htgm]m. nﬁ:rl:xfal ra?nlinhnve I:vg- re. Altitudes on arid land that is overused and eroded.  the country, U.S, aid went up w‘i:ﬁ!nmml]ique's !
turned since the last great drought of 1975, in  TWelve of Ethiopia's 14 provinces aréafllicted by agreement not t6 harbor guerrills groups trying
which more than half & million people died. In drought. Despite western aid, which began accel- ¢ the government of South by o M
southern Africa, a good portion of the last three ©r8ting in October when the Marxist government sC — million Dﬂiﬂ& two-thirds of -
years has been bone dry — converting a grain- finally allowed western journalists access to the this Sahelian country’s populati ;

. . are affected . ~
exporting region into ane dependent on interna. countryside, the death toll is already astronomi- by hunger, according to the UN. have been ;

| 6L ‘62 H3KIOBG AVONS “Avasman

tional food aid. cal. One British organization estimates almost 1 driven into camps by a combination of civil strife.
A Newaday team of two reporters and  phatog-  Million will have died this year. Western govern-  and the encroaching Sahara desért. A mutusl-’
tapher has just completed & two-month tour of Ments believe the need for food aid in 1985 is 88 withdrawal-agr betw ¢e and Lib--
ica to examine the cruelest side of this contj- Digh 25 1.2 million metric tons. According to U.S, ~Continued on Page 24
pent-wide drought — its impact on the people. = =
The itinerary led from Mali, Niger and Burkina

Ay oot Al o Biopia nd Kenva inesst - Mozambicans’ Fligh-t to Zimbabwe. . . ..{”agé.‘_-:_éi__ 4
Newsly sioan. o7 dreight, ehiasd ogrmt . Kianva’y Early Reaction Eases Effects. ... Page 26

The tour confirmed the fears of most officials - - ™ <
;. confronting the drought: Things are getting This is another ina continuing series of reports on the drought cri_d_ﬁsm ein: .
e i i sl year, the death toll probably  Lthiopia and other nations of Africa. Tomorrow, Newsday’s_regd‘zt_-_wﬂl- us:

1.0l have neared 1 million people in Ethiopia on Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger.
;,%. Mgre than § million people are flse
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Millions Struggle to Survive

—Continued from Pagt §

y& has foundered and French troops may return
to Chad. Food aid is complicated by Nigeria's re-
luctance to allow donors to use its ports. Ounly
8,000 tons 8 month can come to Chad through
Cameroon but up to 25000 tons could come
through Nigeria's more ample port facilities. Ni-
geria reportedly harbors resentments stemming
from past military clashes.

® Niger — Nearly half of the country's popula-

tien, or 2.4 million people, are affected by
drought. Niger, also, has only limited use of Nige-
rian ports. Until this year, Niger's military dicta-
torship had managed to avoid famine by
organizing reliel efficiently. But persistent
drought overcame the government this year. Niger
peeds nearly half a million metric tons of food aid
in 1985, according to the UN. _

@ Mali — The Marxist government has repaired
relations with the West by relaxing control over
the grain market, But food distribution is ham-
pered by a slim network of roads in this sprawling
country, which is aboul the size of Texas and Cali-
fornia combined, The UN estimates that 2.5 mil-
lion people. a third of the population, face hunger.
Many are migrating southward,

@ Burkina g:.:a — The situation is deteriorating
in this country, formerly called Upper Vilta,
where 1.3 million people, 20 percent of the popula-
tion, are now affected by drought. The country,
which 18 led by an outpoken former young army
officer, Thomas Sankara, needs 165 thousand met-
ric tons of food aid, worth 333 million

@ Mauritania — This country is being covered by

The Scope of the Famine

Cowntries sriousty Countries modarstaly
sttuciad by, drough aflacted by drougie

sand. Fifteen years ago, only L5 percent of its popu-
lation lived in towna. rest were d

confront the £ the past fow ye any.
conf w?bh::o past few years, Many

w
herds lived off the land. But repid desertification
has the pasture, vi reversing that
ratio, More than two-thirds of the country’s 1.7
million people need food aid, according to the UN,

In addition, the impact of the drought on Kenya,
one of the most sophisticated countries in Africa
and one of the closest to the United States, is not
fully known. Fears of a severe food shortage abated
recently when the so-called short rains came in
October and November. Kenyan farmers planted
crops, which may cut down the country’s need for
foreign food aid, which the UN estimates at
425,000 metric tons. The country already has
pledges of 150,000 tons of U.S. food aid for 1985,

And in South Africa, the government has kept
the effects of drought secret from the rest of the
world. But this former food-e ing country has
faced tough times agriculturally for the past three
years. This may-be ending with an impr tin
rainfall, In the meantime, an unknown number of
rural residents, most of them black, have died of
starvation and tens of thousands face malnutri-
tion, according to the head of one volunteer relief
organization active in the country.

While meteorological experts have been scruti-
nizing Africa's weather, no one has come up with a
definitive cause of the drought. Some say the lack of
rain is connected to a worldwide change in weather
produced by abnormal temperatures in the Pacific.

The combination of bad breaks has exacerbatad
the results of human error.

"Today the average African is poorer than in
1870. By 1985 he is likely to be poorer than at
independence.” says Ernest Stern, senior vice
president of the World Bank, "The neglect of agri-
culture is the primary cause of this trend.”

Most estimates say that agricultural production

Western nations, the Soviet bloo and African na-
tions often blame each other for the problem. :
According to some African officials, i

show up with Tood sid whe 1 I b
late, An early the current di-
saster was issued in the fill of 1 ,and was large-
ly ignored. In the spring of 1983, lh:'oFﬂO initinted
an !
but it was ot untll this year that the i bmnions
r community ed. And it

until & month and a rul’;"dﬂntt‘han::-f:?e
world began to see the dimensions of the disaster,

i " western officiels say donor nations are be-
m.gmummhlhult.’ﬂﬁlwudimvividly
recently when Ethioplan relief officials criticigad
the United Statea for giving too little, too late. U.S,
officials back that it was a classic case of
“biting the that feeds you." ;

“Ahummw!ufton thuuilgﬁhdahm.”m
Ambassador Alan L. Keyes, resentative to
the UN Economic and Social Council. "We will con-
tinue to be generous in our aid and prompt in the
delivery of what is ired to save lives."

The weight of the world's food debt fells on the
United States, which is the of the world.
M%:;:I;Jmhalf&awﬁc L

nited States has pledged or delivered more
than hlf;wumdnﬂanmﬁw—l.smﬂ-
lion metric tons of food to sub-Ssharan Africa in

as the year goes on. It seems a lot. But the
FAQO estimates that sub-Saharen Africa needs ad-
ditional pledges of 2.4 million tons to reach the 6.1
million tons needed to avert starvation in 1985,
nﬁen;hermnjordmrha.ﬂiuiuthchmpua

has dropped 1 to 1.5 percent & year in Africa sinee
1870,

Why is a far more complicated question. Stern
criticizes both African nations and wealthy west-
ern countries for botching development possibilis
ties. He bl poor local and & poor
choice of development projects.

Africa’s crisis also includes an explosive populs-
tion growth, which forces hungry people to stretch
their scarce food stocks even further. Population
growth in Africa has accelerated from 2.3 percent @
year in 1960 to 3.1 percent this year, according to
the World Bank. Almost half t.he.genple in Africa
‘are under 156, Within 35 years, the sub-Saharan
population is expected to triple, to 1.2 billion, if
P add munmu { the drought are mad

ition, the of the t are L}
worse by civil Some people in the most
hungry countries in Africa — Ethiopis, Mozam-
‘bique, Chad, Angola — cannot receive aid because

g Cannd.;,t,:kwul_t_lyjk,' the UN- Werla
comes :
FoodPxE;r-m,UN i ission on Refugees,
UNICEF gnd Japan. Sovist Union gives very
little foodddbutdniﬂmtmhsw
aid and some investment in infrastructure, .

Involvement in Africa has become de rigueur for .
non-profit agencies active in international aid. Thig
el e i R s T At

Litis W] mon action,

For years, Catholic W&r&amha
duit for most American food aid in Africa. But now
U.8, Agency for Internations! Development direc-
mhurtuﬁmmhﬁh&%uﬁmmh
given out through such Vision
o dnomlption] Bdhmenialid i
group, are, Two
istration, in a Iiﬂu.f::mdhmdﬁ)dlﬁ-
to i jopia but Catholic Relief Services

of active rebellion ag central gover

At the same time, aid from.wealthy conntries to
Africa has actually started to po down, if inflation
ia factored in. And the continent’s balance of pay-
ments is deteriorsting — soon to be made even
worse with the expiration of loans that had helped

e the d to be featured in -
Sion beck 1o the United Stz - -1

Mozambicans Take‘Refugé
Along Zimbabwe Border

By Dennis Bell

. Newsday Stall Correspondent

Marymount Mission, Rulhl:?a' ga, Zimbabwe —
Luiza Chipisani is bored most of the time. In nor-
mal times, if she were at her home in

northwestern
M ique, she would be ploughing her five-acre
field, preparing the ground for the summer plant-
ing.

, ghe is ing in a camp i
i g e e e e
year, ever sincs the drought dri
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