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Hurry Trumun bo.sked in. sunshme Soturddy ofternoon on’ hrs front porch Sundoy mormng he was: Ilkely burted by h|s beloved mountom

ByRickSeifert
*L 'rheballme S
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, Talk tothe officers.” =~ %
* The day had brought a flodd of owners to save their ‘
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And he looked forward to his lone,vigil in the fu'st quiet A
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Harry Truman.tllve”d,.f and likely died, by his rules

Photo by Roger Werth -

Sbmebody had accused him of “crowdlng predestina-

-

e

summer in years. “I've always beén. Self-sufficient." he tion,” he said — of forcing his time to die. He had crowd-
said. ‘I have plenty to do here.” . ed predestination before, he said. It was nothing new to
"His . memorabilia-strewn lodge displayed 1ts newest him. It was mucha part ¢ of him as the lodge, the lake and

possessions “Everybody in the. goddamned countryis
up here,” grumped Han’y He called the lake’s .80- .
ﬁourners“nesters ey e H '

i was. the day before the mountain blew. sky high.
almost certainly taking Harry Truman with it..
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Weyerhoeuser trucks. buildmgs ond eqmpment o Comp Boker were swomped wrth Iogs ond mud eorly Sundoy mornmg
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Weyco s Ioss to volcono io be bllhons of bucks;ﬁ

" By mmm
. ﬂaanalb Rm
Weyerhaeuser Co.'s property loss from one day of
.~ volcanic destruction will total into the billions of
. dollars.
The company, which is the major landowner west

~and north of Mouit St Helens; hay lostall ot its-12
Road Camp-and the log sorting yard there; most of

- .Camp. Baker and its log yards; uncounted railroad -
.. -and vehicle bridges; dozens of trucks, buses, logging:
~ machines and bulldozers; its railroad system linking -

| .- . Camp Baker to 12-Road, Green Mountain and Head-
. quarters; hundreds of thousands of blown-over trees
. and at least 10 million board feetof logs. -

All working Weyerhaeuser personnel in the area of

, The company's official statement is. that it's too
" early:to put a dollar sign on the damage. But an
employee, when asked it it could reach ‘$1 billion,

. said: “Probab

. Obviously, Camp Baker and lz-ltoad are closed to-’_

day. So is Camp Kalama, which was undamaged but
closed as a precaution. s

re IS N0 way ge
sawmill. and that mill is closed until further notice. -

‘Reports indicate the mill is intact, though.

The company’s woods products operations are run-
ning at the Longview millsite today. The pulp and

paper dperations in Longview are running, but com-.
. pany officials have said privately they're concerned :

over the disruption of wood chip supplies.

e

‘owned by Weyerhaeuser Since Sunday. Brusco"""
" Booming and Dredging Co. has been contracted by. .

Weyerhaeuser to pluck the logs out of the Cowlitz.

the logs from the Cowlitz. “In two or three days. we
‘might be in pretty good shape,’ he said.

The logs are being taken to the Weyerhaeuser
docks on the Columbia River and unloaded. Brusco

.said.

‘ ‘ spokesm?
* No trains can bring logs to ‘Longview,. but the

Mike Bickford,
said this morning that an assessment on
on of those salvaged logs is being made to-

*FederalWay headquartersthatzoomlllionboard et W -

- itial shock:caused when Mount St. Helens erupted
-Bo Brusco of the towboat company ‘said four - ‘
floating cranes, six towboats and a half-dozen barges
were getting logs out of the Cowlits slnce noon Sun-‘

Yer 'thwestofthe mountain, Bickford said.
e Gred ”"“n"‘“ll“‘ount"a‘id’”“’“““ﬂ" “iiid‘h”“h‘*ii‘ifo’ide‘i’wwmlihtﬁhemet””nemﬂcsno“none*ofvhich'are belng’fouxht.

flying reconnaissance flights for the Cowlitz and
.Skamania sheriffs, said Jim Rombach, the comd
a Weyerhaeuser company :

of logs are laying on the ground, the victims of the in- -

Sunday morning.
llostofthetreesonthegroundare north andnor-, '

'The company has reported at least: SQ fodest fires 3

- If he knew what was coming, he gave no jnkling to the

Saturday aftérnoon.. -
Harry was still the same acxdnc cdrmudgeon. ‘the same
front-stoop raconteur, the same challenger of the fates.

"A reporter, new, to Harry's rambling soliloques. got

- Truman's hackles up by asking him what he thought of

Spirit Lake property owners- who resented his special
‘treatment by the stfte. Same owners wanted the same-
~ free access to the lake that Harry enjoyed. .

ks Harry walked away from the prying in a huff.

: °. “Thelaw is here to look after them,” he said. “Not me. -

i

DR

Later, after retreatidg fo his lodge and being coaxed ‘

i knot of visitors gathered in the sun outside his lodee - out again'by & Photographer, he-réminisced on'the -

biwings in World .
'War-I in Europe. He spun yarns about the Taylorcraft
'pontoon planes he use tofly in and out of the lake.

lodge’ ] stoop., He talkéd’ about: flying.

‘ ““You'd have to take off in'a circle until one pontoon'
. lifted off. That's the only way you'd get off the goddamn

lake." .‘ ) oo

focused national attention on him. “Anytime you've liv-
ed 54 years inone place. yon’re famous "

-~

He was famous. ‘he said. long before the mountain.

rreasuresr“Bannersﬂhat—Salenﬁschwlﬁchlldrenﬂhemountam
préesented to him last week hung from the bar “Harry -_

,We Love You,” they read.
pile of fan mail as the

hotographer snapped away.

. “It's uncanny seemg ‘the mountain over there.” ‘he

said with a hint of awe. ‘“You know you can’t really see

how big 1t is from here "

Skamania County Sheriff Bill Closner had come to pay .' :

. what would-turn out to be a last call.
- When' the photographer ‘asked him to pose outside.v »

Harry readily obhged A Coke glass full of bourbon in

one hand, the volcanq’s ruddy holdout ruffled through a .

‘Closner, who had earlier reluctantly admitted that
Harry was breaking the law, said authorities had asked
Gov. Dixy Lée Ray to grant Harry immunity from her

.; ‘executive order declaring the mountain off-limits.

“Talk turned to the mountain, He allowed. that a few -
dcayskbefore he had ‘canoed over across the lake to Bear
. Cree| o

- Harry could stay. “That shows a ot of law and a lot of -

-order here,” Harry.said matter-of-factly. .

There is an unwritten law, Harry seemed to say. The

,'_world makes exceptions for the likes.of Harry Truman

Harry Truman lived by his own rules.

fight firés un~ '
til the mountain’s activityis quieted,” Bickford said. . -
On Sunday, the company’s two helicopters were

“No employees are being assigned to

pany's regional forest engineer. . -
‘ Also security chief Don Fillpot re that a
security crew was patrolling the company's lands. .

e

Homeowners m,

And save some miracle. he died: by them )

Kelso fomnly lost cobm Cousins

By Steve Twedt

oui |usi in tlme

- ByRickSelfert
L e .' o , 'l‘thatlyNewa

the mountain are accounted for, but some of the 21 -

railroad maintenance workers and the Longview log

" persons reported missing are company _employees

~ wholive nesr the mountain. .

Escapmg fhe erupnon

boom workers are working.

llost of the logs in the 'l'outle and Cowlitz rivers are

edso

*
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day. One worker said many logs looked to be damag-

that they could only be used as fiber logs.
* BicH ord said he' was told by someone in the

Mountom

By Steve 'l'wedt
: 'nnmuy News

Four local resldents who camped near llount St.

_ Helens Saturday night awoke Sunday to see much

of the peak’s north face explode and come
crashing down. .

Pat Sullivan of Kelso and three other men were
camping about three miles from the base of the

~ mountain. Just minutes earliér, he had heen talk-

_ing’ with his friend, Dennis Smith of Longview,

. ".about how disappdinted he was that they hadn't

seen steam all weekend. -

- ‘Then Sullivan noticed movement at the summit.".

-“Thadn’t put on my glasses so I thought my eyes

were out of focus,” he said. “Then I realized-the.

mountain really was moving. It looked like it drop-
. ped from the top straight down. Everythin
just riding to the bottom. It was all so fast.'”

Sullivan. Smith and their companions - Pat’ ‘

e /.

@ et
A

f
i

compers

brother. llike. and his cousin, Junior Tompkins of '.
~ Longview — heard three explosions and then wat-
ched as a dark cloud of ash and lightning headed

toward them,
“Thiere was a big bulge that heaved up a little.
then slid off toward Spirit Lake,” Dennis said.

“Then the Dog's Head blew up and the whole'
“mountain started coming down."”

“We actually thought the whole mountain came
right out of there,” Pat said.

The four ran to their vehicles, leaving their cam-
ping equipment behind. Pat, a choker-setter for
Weyerhaeuser, knew an emergency road from
their campsite at the 5740 line.

‘“We came over and dropped.in over Cougar U

he said. “It didn’t take us an hour to get down.”
But the trip was plenty scary. Pat said the four
drove their two cars at speeds up to 80-miles an

_hour over the logging roads and still had trouble
staying ahead of ash fallout i——

’

RV —— wﬂv—'a‘

moved quf 'scores tfo. sofety

buried now.”

“I'was looklng out the wlndshleld as we headed ’

down the mountain and I'couldn’t see blue sky
anywhere,” he said. “The ash' .wasn't coming’
down on us, but I'm sure. my camping stuff is

The four came upon a white Maverick that had

"spun out but turned down the driver's request to:
- pull his car oit. “We told him he couldridewlthus '

but we weren't going to stop,” Patsaid. -~ -
The driver, Sullivan said, took a ride from
another driver a few minutes later.
The four survived ‘without ‘injury. But Pat

Sullivan isnot hopefgl for other campera hesawin’

the area.

“There were people down in the Toutle Ca-‘

nyon,’” Pat said. “We saw their campfires. Unless

.they left in the middle of the night, there had tobe " .

people down there. They couldn’t have gotten out

of there. And if anyone was down there. they didn’t
: ,have achance.” . o

.
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chalk eraser,

worker fled

“Harlan Christensen left Onalaska at 10 a.m. to
4 - feteh his tool kit from the volcano's path at Camp ' -

Baker.
kli:lne never got the tools, but hie did escape with hls
)

A helicopter reacued the Weyerhaeuser
mechanic and four campers he met after the
volcanic ash in the air knocked his pickup truck
out of commission. He had been driving on a logg-
ingn road roughly 15 mlles northwest of the moun-
tain.

“f didn’t want to get on the highway, I wanted to
stay up high,” Christensen said, looking like a

human chalk eraser as he sat in a waiting room ln ,

-St. John's Hospital's' emergency wing He was
~ coated in light gray.
, Christensen wasn't injured but one of the per-

| ing alo

sons he met had burned his hands and feet. The
three othérs — a man and his two young sons —--
* told him they thought they escaped injury because
they were-in their sleeping bags when the eruption
sent a blast of heat through the area.
The 1glr told Christensen they had been camp-.
g the Green Rivertrail. -

The Onalaska man said he ran into trouble ashe
drove fartlier and farther along ash-coated roads.
‘ e ash looked like concrete, only whiter’”he ‘
said. ““It was heavy, grltty.’? N

'Where the ash was a few inches deep, he could
feel the heat through his leather shoes as hé made
his way down the road. He met. his four compa-
nions and' they walked together. Luckily.

' helicopter spotted them. . .

.

By Vinee lvaas
‘ ‘nenattylfm

Rescuers in military- helicoptera
saw what.looked to them

Still, they had to convince some

residents and sightseers in the Tou-

tle River Valley of the deadly peril

. they faced. A few even refused to
. board the hellcopters toleave.

For some it was already too late.‘ -

One helicopter crew spotted a.car

‘along Spirit Lake Highway with its
: windows “hlown out,” either melted

by heat or smashed by the force of
an explosion. Its occupants -were
burned to death.

The rescuers didn't stop when they
flew ‘over two or three .more cars
with windows gone and no sign of
li:fe. They wanted to rescue the liv-

g

Ailr Force and National Guard

pllots flew missions into the Toutle
" River valley Sunday and came to the
. Kelso Airport to refuel; rest and

awaitnew orders. -

To a man, they told stories of be-
“ing waved away as some persons ig-
nored their warnings early in the .

-day-té ride the choppers to safety.
Air Force Reserve Maj. David

Mulien said his helicopter followed &'
~cartoa

house on a ridge along the
Toutle's north fork. Four people got
out of the car and werit in the house.

"~ A -man was lowered to the house to

rescue them, Mullen said, but they
refused to leave.

Latet in the atternoon, fear toolt
over as the nearness of the disaster

“struck home. People flagged the
- crews down, anxious to escape even

though it meant leaving homes, cars
and pets behind.

like the
~ aftermath of an atomic bomb.

.. Thee

. and that one oam-the-ground Weyerhaeuser worker
.was serving as communications link for some
. Skamania County deputies to the eastof the volcano.

'l‘rum an's boat house on Spirit Lake Saturday afternoon.

_ “We re playing Russian roulette with the ‘mountain,” said
* 'Skamania County Sheriff Bill Closner as he walked up from Harry o

‘tain blew its insides out.

have lost. ‘ n.
While

* He didn’t know how right he was. It was the day before the moun- . |

.Closner, a few reporters and 35 families cleaning out their Spll'lt
Lake cabins survived the game Flfteen hours later they would .-

the volcano slept through the sunny Saturday afternoon . " |.
resting for Sunday’s holocaust, Dwight. Sutherland of Longview
pondered what to take from the  the A-frame: that fit and his family built

. “I'm trying not to think about it.”

“1 don’t know whether to talk about it - ihe present

) aWDiIlY‘Nm

Sandy Ford was sitting on ‘the front porch of her fami-
ly's Spirit Lake cabin Saturday afternoon, marveling at

| the peace dnd quiet. - ‘

Twenty-four hours later, she wasn't sure she even had .

. acabin. ,
'/ ‘Sunday morning's. sudden eruption of Mount St.

Helens surprised everyone, but it held special conse-

quences for Sandy and her husband, Roy, of Kelso..Their

- chalet-style cabin, which they have had since 1972. is’
probably lost.

“It hasn't hit. me yet,” Sandy said Sunday afternoon
L3

The Fords and about 50 other persons gathered at the. '

- Ostrander Road exit of Interstate 5 Sunday, awaiting the
__logjam in the Cowlitz River. The logs did not appear.un-

——with-theirhandseight yéars ago.

P rIotsip-roéd — e |

Gen. ‘George Coates, Jn charge of

the Air National Guard contingent

- based at Kelso Sunday, said crews

were picking up some persons so'
badly burned and coated with ash °

~-that they were barely recognizable.

. The National Guard helicopter:

“unit had begun two weeks of training

Sunday in Yakima, but word of the
eruption quickly changed its plans. -
hoppers were scrambled at 10 .
am., but only two-thirds of the

group could lift off before ash fallout
grounded the rest by . clogging
engines and sticking to windshields.

Clouds of ash turned the sky above
the airfieldpitch black. .

The choppers that did make it into

-the air stopped for refueling ‘at

‘Wenatchee and Fort Lewis before
beginning rescue: operations from
Kelso and Toutle.
. Already on the scene was the :mth
_Afr lteseue. U.S. Air Force Reserve
from Portland, which began yeturn:
ing from the Kelso Airport at about

'noon - with the first persons g

evacuated. » ‘
Choppeérs whirred above the air-
port and lined up to take off when
missions came through, most of
them via sheriff’s deputies or State

" Patrol officers who learned where
. people were stranded.

' Among the persons rescued —
agalnat his will, he said — was Jim
Reed, a KOMO Radio reporter from
Seattle.
Rescuers said Reed was driving

up Spirit Lake Highway betweéen Kid
Valley and Camp Baker at about 12 o
pm, A mudflow 20 feet deep was w‘
-heading down the highway toward
him. The helicopter whisked Reed
away; leaving behind not only the .-
danger but also the reporter's car,
wallet and equlpment. Co !

til late afternoon, but plumes of smoke ¢ coMLbeJeeL _said.

. seruption on March 27.

f**back up, possibly flooding his house.
niture to lofts to avoid backed up water..

. fury.

found its way inside the cabin.

just catchesithem and puts them back."

the little things.” -
ing should the explosion come.

" damage was from the mouritain’s as

- - foliage. Only*a{

utlierla

———My Godd; 100K at all the ash,” he said, surveying his grounds:
Sutherland hadn't visited the cabin since the week after the first -

The picture window view of the mountain hsd changed too. The
porthern flank of the volcano had shifted up and out. ‘“That whole
" damn thing is going to the left,” ‘Sutherland said. At worst, he
thought, the road would be blocked by the slide and water would

Others, like Sutherland’s neighbor, Bud Will. were movmg fur-

Today, their homes are likely blown to- smithereens or buried in"
ash. But Saturday, Spirit Lake seemed like a garden party.
Neighbors yelled across lots with requests to borrow pipe wrenches
and other tools. “I'd be water skiing on a day like this,” Sutherland
said as hé moved a'large handmade table into his truck.

‘Deep in the mountain. the volcano seethed. preparing to vent lts 3

Sutherland had come alone. His wife. Loretta. forbade their .

children to join him, Sutherland chuckled at her caution. - ‘

_““The last time we were here we just grabbed,” Sutherland said .
" as he drank a beer and looked for places where the fine ash had

Ty

He went out to check the crystal clear creek tumbling down the
boulders behind the cabin. Eleven-year-old Darren Suthérland had
stocked the creek with trout. ‘‘He never takes what he catches. He

- Darren had asked his dad to check on the trouts “He s been wor-““
ried to death about his fish," Sutherland said. “He worries about .

unseen State Patrol plane watched the mountain to radio a

operty owners said they hoped to convince law enforce-

ment authorities and Gov. Dixy Lee Ray to let them in every couple
weeks to check the property on “safe days" like this one. Several

. said they|were more afraid of vandals than they were of the mourit
ed any break-ins. The only

cabin were strangely bare of
mpy ‘had budded out. “The alders are
usually bloomed out by now,” Sutherland said. And his lawn was .

criss-crossed with tracks of ash. “The ash is choking the grass off,”

hesaid. -
Like others, Sutherland

tional monument? Would

't know it his property-was priceless )

or worthless, Would the r{,huntain's fame turn the land into a na-
e government buy the owners out? The

" owners didn’t know, but they had talked about the options.

As Sutherland prepared to leave, his pickup brimming with
possessions, he talked about his loss even before the ruin. He had no
plans to sell, he said. Two years ago a Portland doctor offered him
$50,000 cash and Sutherland turned it down, “I want to pass this on

to my kids. I hope they enjoy it as much as T have."
'l‘oday theré is likely nothing to pass on,

W

s

. It'll be too late to find a place'to hiide.

" Stuff & Co.

) day’s eruption.

_through the haze all day.

The Fords wondered, only half-jokmgly, whether they(

" would See their cabin come down the Cowlitz

“I just didzi’t think this was going to happen." Sandy
_ sdid. "I thought she would just steam and-belch acouple

of years and then go back to sleep.”” - -

“We enjoy that place, and this is the time of year we,

. start spending a lot of time up there,’" Roy added. -
- Sandy was wearing ner “I own a piece of the rock”

"'rshirt and several persons stopped to- ask -about the cabin

te..seorthepast -tense-she-said-

woiched

Sandy was one of :about 20 person who traveled
caravan-style to Spirit Lake Saturday to retrieve belong-

_ings. The road to the lake had been closed off by Gov.

Dixy Lee Ray.
“The closure didn't bother us as much as the way it

- was done,” said Roy. “We figured we knew the area and

we wanted the ability to go in.”

So while Roy was at. work, Sandy drove to the cabin to

retrieve some camping gear and other valuables,

.
“The only things I brought.out were things I could use

this summer,” Sandy said. “We figured we wouldn't get
back in this Summer and we didn't want vandals to
breakin.” . -
‘Vandals may be the least of their problems now 5
“We talked about an eruption in passing, but we never
_. dreamed, never, that.it.would-sjart-doing-this,- Sandy

peok go

By Andre Stepankowsky
The Daily waa

‘made to a relative, cousins Darren
Greenwood and Brian Hart maynot
have lived to say they were among -

the first to see Mount St. Helens .

erupt violently Sunday.

If it weren’t for a promise they:

They had promised to help the .

relative move furniture at 9:30 a.m.

The Fords built their.own cabin, which Roy says is one ”
of about 75 at the lake. If took them four years just to
complete a vehrcle-strength bridge to their land.
. The Fords had hopes of using the cabin as a retirement

home before passing it along to their two daughters. Roy
figured he had invested$35,000 in the cabin; he hoped his

insurance would cover at least $25,000
Roy said he had a feeling of near relief
“At least the waiting part is over. This is"our fun, o our

' recreatlon. but it’s not our livelihood. The people who

are losing their iomes, that's sad.”

FS

Song predlc’red erup’non

‘ NowHarry Truman you gotta go .
- You can’t be stuck there in that snow
You gotta leave that dirty mountamsrde
- It's gonna rock, it's gorina roll, ' v
“It’s gonna leave a nasty hole. )

* Well the tourists come to see her smoke. .
- And they all think it's one big joke,
That mountain’s just a molehill in disgmse :
" But when that lava starts to ooze,

They’ll be running'the heels off their shoes,

— Chorus of Ode to Mount St. Helens. recorded by

*  ByKathy Connelly o
The Daily News oo
It's a toe-tapping country western tune, sajd Bob
Hansen, a 24-year-old Seattle area resrdent and- a’
gmtarrst in Stuff & Co. .
- Hansen, clad in jeans and pointy-toed cowboy boots.
showed.up at the Lakeside Cafe near Silver Lake Sunday

~ to check on sales of his first recording.
. In 14 verses, sung by a matter-of-fact young female

voice, Ode to Mouat St. Helens neatly prophesized Sun-

[

And Harry Truman if you’re smart tonight—.
" You'd better hang on to your knickers tight,
Take notice when that summit starts to fy.
'Cause when that sucker gets ready to blow,
. And steam escapes and the mud slides flow,
You can stoop to kiss your molten ash goodbye,

)\\h‘aand-lettered sign tatked on a shelf in the Lakeside
cafeadvertised the Ode to Mount St. Helens. ,
“We wrote the song mainly about getting Harry
Truman to get off the mountain,’” said Hansen, his
brown curls escaping from under his wide cowboy hat.
His mother, Jeri Hansen, wrote the words when she was
laid up in the hospital. Then Hansen, a taxi driver in
Seattle, recorded the song, along with his motheg.and his
sister, Suzi. v e

Q

4
LR

— Heck, w “eynmngnrsne was overpublicized.

The song has sold about 15, 000 copies and has been
played on radio stations throughout the Northwest, he
said. Hansen's been selling single records and a cassette
tape, The tape has the song recorded four times, because
that's the only song they have. Hansen said.

E Oh the siesmographers’ nerves are wound
And the Richter’s scale is jumping round
They don’t want you on that mountain when it blows.”
You should know that all good things don't 1ast,
And you might be coming down real fast ’
_ "Get your rear in gear” as that old saylng goes. ¢

. “Do y know if Harry Truman's died?" he aslred a
untér. “If he did, we want to write -

bystandér near
‘asong of lng for him.” _
. Wéll I know you're stickin’ to your guns,
And you think that we're the cowardly ones, B
‘Cause when we start running scared, well you re “all
smiles
And you say you know that mountain ‘ﬁzelL
but when that baqy starts to swell '
It's a burp that can be heard 400 miles.

s o

1t's gonna rock, It 's gonna roll, '
It's gonna leave a nasty hole.
“It'll be toola te to find a place to hide.

Vo

~ erupt

"To keep the appointment, they had
to Jeave.a spot a féw miles from the
mountain shortly before it[ erupted
" and sent destruction down the Toutle .
River Valley.

“If it weren't for that deadline we
wouldn't have gottén out of there in .
time,” Brian said. *“All four bridges

gone."”’

-They -‘had left Kelso for-

%rwercrossedrtorget*out‘of there-are

Weyerhaeuser s 12-mile Camp on
the South Fork of the Toutl€ River at -
4:30 a.m. to photograph the moun-
tain, They said they were within -
.three miles of the volcano's base on
the 5,600 Line. They. left the moun-

tain a\t 8 a.m., half an hour before; the w

on begah.

“On our—way down Spirit Lake
-Highway we saw peoplepointing’ to

" the mountain,’” Darren said. ‘It was

erupting. It looked like an A bomb 5

- goingoft.”

“When it first Went off we dldn’t
know. whether to take more pictures
or get the hell out of" there." said
Darren, 19.

-The mountain rumbled and shook
the ground as they stood near

‘Diedrick's Grocery near South Tou-

tle Road and Spirit Lake Highway. A -
mushroom cloud quickly obliterate_d
e sun

. “One lady said she didn’t know the
K mountain was erupting until she felt

her waterbed shaking,” Brian said.
Darren said one elderly man didn't

- -realize the volcano was erupting un-

til he walked outside his home and

. saw that the sky was dark.

‘They. couldn't believe people were

" rushing east on Spirit Lake Highway

to get a better view. .

‘‘We got out of there while we still

could,” Brian said. “People were

: charglng toward the mountain.'

Spirit Lake Highway got so" con-
gested that they turned left on.South -

Silver Lake Road and drove to Head-

- =quarters Road, which brought them -
“onto Interstate Highway‘s.

-t




