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Idestitute! familes,
upon thausdands of them are-

World: thegxam assigned: staff)

lgan his assagnment i

BY R BﬂRT H. PI;ALL,
v Worl -’Felqaram Staff W;ritcr.

More than one million beo:

ple are wﬁig in the ilith and
squalor jof New York City's
slums.- The'iblighted iraas of
overcrowded, rundown homes
‘are sprepding. farther and fard
ther threugh the city,

partment{ spends $16 million a
month 4 help some of these

thousands

trapped |§ iesterang tenements,

shackle dwellings.

To lealn 4t first hand what
it's like o live with the rats
and roacites of the slums, the

writer dnd housing . investi-
gator Woody Klein to spend al

Hmonth in three of the worst;
‘Islum .areas—the upper West;

Side, the| lower East Side and!
and Williamsburg section of
Bmohlyn ’ .

Mr, Kleln took an assﬁmed
name—Ben Clarke, He sdid he
was an uhemployed actor trom;
Los Angeles who camo here toj

He grew} a;stubble of Beard,|
donned dirty khaki pants and a
torn shirt, Then he moved info
a slum ropoming house: -and he-

In the long days and ]tmgel

dingy, ovércrowd

ea\:w:n'tntan1 rents. 1

He ateiand drank wuh the
slum dwéllers and listened as
they descl,“bed their frustration
and theis- fear, He was sick-
ened by the nauseating smell;
of the slums and by fhe dread-
ful, unsariitary bathroom facil-
ities in many of the buildings.

He talked to old people liv.

Although ‘the Welfare Des’

rooming! houses ‘and ram- :

lopk for{wark on the 5tage.,ﬂ

nights that followed, Mr. Klein|F
went frofn flat to flat- toi talk|
fo the pz:;ple who exist in thef
rooms for{
which thdy often were charged 3

2

. Phoios by Ford.

“Staff writdr Woody Kleln as

he appeard, pbove, in his nor-

mal stréet | attire, and, dt
right, as he| appeared dtsring
Lthe month jhe spent n the
telty's slumsy

dreary room no higges than
oversized c] ets, He talked to
children whase only toys were
wine and whisky bottles tossed
away by neighborhood drunks.
the il and the

for Relief, .
Like manyisium tenants, Mr,
=I&Iein applied for rcliet from
the Welfarei Department, He
sought unemploymen: benefits
from the statle, He accepted no

oney from cily or state.

rorg those plready on relief,
he learned the tvagedy of fami-
lies forced th use their food
money for pxcessive roptals

ing out itheir last years in!

tharged by many slumlords.
! There werg times when Mr

Klein, revelted by the human
misery. he found. regretied
having undertaken the mission
But he stayed on until he com
pleted his research.

His series of articles, {llus
trafed with photographs taker
in the horror houses, will start
tomorrow in the World-Tele
granm.
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‘.(tents and 'oaches Jusf Iast week in Harle v a 4yedrold

More |
of New Yo in wn.

wiiths ro-

girlls hands and Teft edqy’ were blttm by ratajtiwo nights in
; yow| Tojget the inside slory af what it’s Tike in the [sliems,
he, WorldjTelegram ussigned staf} writer v pody Kigin' to-
e :\1 monfht in three of the worst dreas of bl: ;ht i the city.
A series of articles bused on his pmyertcnce" atarts |today.

By WOODY KLEIN, - i
World~ Telegiram Sru}! Writer, ' E .

. -1 wag sitting in a dark, flgoded basgment
iment in the heart of the Uppér West Side
during al Yeavy rainstorm. Water was. coming in &
'rchreugh holes in the roof, pourmg doyn}the walls of -
mhe five-story building and forming a pool three nches
'deep on the wooden floor. : :
: The an‘ was stiflmg in the windowless fl

part-

t. If
thole .
were

n the waﬁl] Greasy dishes and cooking ;1ten511
strewn thir roughout the crammed area \\h
both living room and Kitchen.
: One adjpining ruom, 8 by 10 feet, conta ned a double
ved for 4 '111ee of the tenants and a criy for the 24-
‘day-old baby: The only clean article in the roo
the babyls birth certificate which, fra i
hung prof dlyuon a wall.® ‘ :
, Sittihg db]ectedly on a wooden crite near the
tidoorway, his pants rolled up to his bgny knees 1o
‘'gscape tie Ilémg water, was a frail, pathetie-ldoking
‘»%httle mai. T_hz_s W as.Jose, the supermtendent of the
;Bmldmg i ‘ L )
1 He fan. hm fingers through his long black hair
and muttered: dispiritedly, “It's & mess, Jsn't it} Six
month?s\l live'in this hole. AN I want id to mave up
one flight but the landlord -don’t listen. [He says the
stper myst, live in the cellar.” : o Photo by bore.
' * 1 wag horrified by the thought of a-family trapped . This Js quub,l‘etegmm reporter Woody Klein inhiis first
!n this filfhy (‘.ﬁge. 1.had selected at randqm this Foom- shum room en] W. 84th 5t “Fhe “turnlshed” ropm contalned
i

_ a greasy stove, a "filthy sink, table and chalr, an okl refriger-
N CBQtinued on Page Three. | ator, a small hed—and the sickening smell of {he qum\l

i
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a Petty ti

that radios, clothes and

i Al thesaey
fing were even
Imagined. Alle
this newspaper,

“Rut only-noy

prablem is, Mo
me glnfl macde 1

1t’s the nau
stale urine and
dirl and the sw

crawls into bed
sidewalks of (i
T lived with
a pair of aldglq
mert and it 1oo)
clothes.

, The odar h
stomach. [ lost
hecause 1T simpl

But on tho
whaole thing, I
to be exart-—w
1 ¥new that in

nlghts, here ]

dat of filltky
and paisons thef

hia asslgp_ piit Tast mntﬁ rmporter
cs ont Hils moldy mattress prist to covering:
nl{c(l shieets. He was (o spendseveral sleep-

nissing, water,
exposed,” win:
and rallings.

ed bowls and seals
he, electrical wiring
ken, sh_aky stalrway!
ves' Paradise. ;
Wholesale complainis !rom tenanls..‘
personal effects were stolen,
s of lowly, miserable, spititless liv
ore shodlitng frem the inside than [ had ever
¢ three years of covering houslng stories Ior
I 1lwugIh I knew ihe slums. ,
v da 1 réqlize how deep and tey:rl'nle the =;!um'
e than aphjthing else. the thing 3 that depressed
o want 1d quit 1Ke aﬁslgnmentﬁ at lpe end of
e OVErpD ering smelt of the dlums

‘The (Poisoned Alr, ;
keating tish mash ot garbage, decayed food,
excrempit, rotten wood and Jurnilure, rat -
penplc It creeps out of the walls
alr you iHreathe; it seeps inta your skin and
bwith, yollat might; it infests the streets and
e neighBorhood.
this ndb . 1t Became a part of me, T wore
ck-; and aldivey, torn shirl during my assiga-
k three wpshings fo get the smell oul of my *

vith'cnic
and ieakl

sashes by

i, -
n
fovery-—

oslve sig

g tnomy nostrils. worked ils way inta my
eight prrh Zdls during my menth in the slums
v couldi{ll eat.

te dismgl days whea 1 wanted to drop the
thought dhou( the million people—1,132.000
n were rinmersed in this squaior with me,
the richpst eity in the wi orld they were (he

forgotien [amil]

the five bnruug,h<

fos In 36.0130 lenemenis sprawled throughout
1 kn.ew their stories should be lnlrl

TGMORRJOW (Upper West Side Story)

Staff \\E*ner Wﬂodv Klein describes his new
.neighbors 1ng the houke on 84th St
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of New York Citi's slums. They live & miserable. [ jfs . u‘n—‘g- ‘
sanitany, decaying, overgrowded buildivgs infested with ro-i |
dents fmd rgaches: Just last week inlHarlem a H!eqr-old
girl's Ronds and ‘ldft=ear were bitten By rats*tuwo nights n’
a row.j To get the insideistory of what it's| like in the s ums,
the World- Te?egram assigned staff w itel Woody Klein fo:
live @ month in three of the worst aredd off blight in’ ti’z. city. |
A serids of artivles; baseq on his experipnc ,si conlinues | tf)da.y
5 By WOODY KLEIN, | I ;
‘ Worid-:t'elegram Btaf Writer, | . H )
'I‘wentty years ago W. 84th Si. was a “gcdd ad-
dress"] in & highly respectable neighbgrhood inhabited .
by sudcessful, middle-class residents .of| New York City.
It wag clean, well - kept, a community of traditlonal
four apd five-storly brownstones, '
t neglect, indifference and supseguent deterx-
oratio have lowéred this once-select area toa hodge-_
ipodgemf mommg houses and dreary gpartment build-
* i ings. A few moflern apartments
defy the decay of the neighibor-
hood but they ate the exception.
Actually, what has happened
on W. Bdth St. has happened in.
many sections of the- city. | The
stlums are gobbling up remdg‘ntial
areas faster than new low <cost
housing units are being ;con-"~
structed. ' :
Pgpulation Falls, -
S \ . The Clty Planning Commis-
sion” Jays. 1t thxs way Every year 31,000 individual
&part ents deteriorale into slums while onlv 5300
new l¥w-cost public housing units arg built to replace

them,

o f
Mbre than a. mxmoumeoms live m%jhe ﬂftk and aqlulor

While the over-all popuﬁllion of {New York City
de{:lc sed from 7,891,957 in 1930 to 7;870,000 in 1938,
the ctvs population in slum housing climbed from , o
899 2 D in 1950 to 1,132,000 in 1958. . inke her baby carriage down a {enement stairway. He

- And in the last eight years, whilp the number of dolls are the wine and whisky bottles tossed away by neigh

Staff Writer Woody Klein helps “a child of the slum

Continved on Page 3. : horhond drunks. Proviny Frod
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it th

pight when I v f to ftch

rmw cing to the  dailing; var i
sﬁm bed and ¢ : pss, It wal au.:._a_. Wopdy m_ana stanfls E sh
whedbups; ] O 4 s :
] . wad. i wanmﬁ. 50.1 [sat and e and, isjened to
‘nises| of .the slums, | Ti the iroam next temine, a
red long into fhe .ntpht.  Bablel cried. A} family
tarted Gown thy inall-ghd € Wo eamed] obseen-
necne was pourtling’an a doar, dginanding fo ba let-

_mnﬂ. _.aﬁ,f 1les dnd, .emm_. e.am ﬁmm:mﬂ in the

:E_En«_ s.r .u ohe

FOrvas. w E:%a:ﬁ.: fal .n__mm. .uu.,_.h esn

t, Is nuu.m hazard, - Ehoto by Ford.

hronically iif Wwith a sfomach aitment thal do that. _H never take.amything that don't heleng td rhe. But
‘nEE to undergo thipe operations| since I think df it.” I think of It all the time” -

pw, ; S | - A woman down the hall apparently had given up, Her

5 the, ,.al nlght 3 HAQ evedknplvn, - 2 riothiy E.._mrg_, a 20.yedrold worjan, had three illegl neighborh told me that”she and her. three smal] children

e morning ¥ 161 my fismat: and Sd. d some | timate n:;.wm/mn_ plt by different fatharg, . scemcd thever tn leave their room. One bright, suhny after. :,
to 1 © 8175 In Swpport, ngon f W_.Enxma on her door and a thin. haggard womzn

gw peighbers. I fwant
nt, |

oot
.ﬁ: fow familigs could -
- LI 4 support herself and appearecd, » .
And hér landlard Was squeezing more “Exdguse me, r::..: I mmz_. “P'm new in the neld éoa._oon

ut of her allotment fgr ner one miserable Can’youiteli me where ¥ can buy some foodl cheapi?” H
nd a Uno_a,m_._maci: o

 The wormamypreiver $175 a‘month t
i | the fhiee childrén.
" _V_ S :;,:2_ fijr Visk . thar $60 & mont
cied 9f a'doo dowd the 'Kall Ahd a rouryl- faced ‘roorp which comained a bed, a erib
eared; 1 told heH|T was ney in the ' dresker, S ' ‘

k witlh somshoghl, She-indited m2 . I eni’t get but much.” said Mre. R . "I hizve no Shades Drawn. !
, Lot carrhie for-the gaby so.] have tn stay inside and walch her T Incked behind her 1o discover that the shades were
v nc:L.ﬁEEEs.T wo small roams herel 1 can't.evedl look for anblher apariment. What's the lizhuy dirwn‘over the windgws, Three aaked, diny children
ing allbrick _..s_: She toldjme her use. pnyway? T flon't “anything betper in“this nelghbor- $AL oG an unmade bed staring at a television progiam. The
77 hood. Al the Aphruments ake the same, ali the houses ave aif in the flat was foul. 7
wow_.. Ea_.:m.ﬂ pays $47.65 evory the m:w. . We £dn't do any helrei” : ! “Don’l ¥ou ever leave this place?” T acked.

“Nuo xheap food,” she replied, . o

) . jean woman &pp
g he ;,.MT:H wanted to 1a)
i insidle LS )

st €. lives wilh _._m
: h Z windows Iay
hugbd pd [deferted her. |

{ - I Her ker to roems. this (o

IR nice

o totd me. T dom't T B

twh. fecks lr.mvmaa»_am ely SHK a monfh. I was kmazed. Few peaple ih bthe house held regulal jobs: most of thtm  outside. Why rlon't vou let the kids play in the sun?” _
H.Fa y-lown iwpaadaBalf-room Gréentbich Viliagh apart- werd on relief of drawing unempleyment insurance, One She slammed the door in my face: [ !
ey _,"w_: Al grea much:In dephand -1 payionly $82. neighbor on the Jecond qu_.., a dithwasher out of work. rmﬁ_\ - :
| % Can ishe lve pniher $102 bi:monehly (hfloiment fhom the JustS3.60 in his voﬂwl.m.ﬁ._ his first ynemployment check . - S
[ Walid e Depattment? No. Shd saye she ddesn't hav enougn wasilour days awWay. He'and _:m.fmn arnd two children were Tomorrow o
™ w.a th clothe _.—E, chifdren. She had u keep thefn home PAC d intn a dingy roomk ihal. way nelhing move Usah sn . Starl writer Woody Klein describes the _n:wm__
fri ool Several tinges during the wiiiter becadse thes OverSlzed closet. The man Was getting desprrate. . East Side neichborhood. known as “orea.™. .
(/ﬂ ‘tjpwh ovdrecats! or rubbes. C¥ Tempted by Robber - ; i i

1.Hpr froublés are aggravated by the fagt that hef 7vear- {1 don't wand to hold up ahybady




ive, Todszy S
aﬁ% ‘1};111 follow pre-

-;:._-a great cmty S shame e
U Natyrally, we. havé not. beeq obhv-
;:"mus 1o |the" existence pf slums .in. New
g}-York——}ut this -account of siym. life
- from a kllled perceptwe eporter. who
*actually lived in_ these r hovels has
"shocked even ‘the edltm& of this néws-
L. paper, lft is almost incredible-that such
conditidns could exist in Ne Ymk
City in|1959 AD; . ° '

Many of our readers, we belleve,
also have had only a passing.acguaint- -

ance, 1f| that, with slum conditions, We
* think these articles will “affect - them”
pmfourgdly making them truly aware
and. confscious for the first time of what

-tenement fitth. and stench are really
like. | :

Yh mcn.e than" : " ple

wﬂl make

‘to belidve
pets Gf city
itirient. Tl'fat

17."013 the route *tcward r

Only an mformed and | ,nllghtened

‘ mlstration canhot be | helq coms
ieily to blame for ‘these dlsmaymg
sli

wuh us for mahy' decadeb Yet it is
“a-fhet that this cancer has flourished
and spread duping |this administratjon
whﬂe so-called slum: clearance programs
have by-passed the worst [areas and

‘reathed Tor relatively plesentable sec-.

tion)s to razé and remake.
“[The " salignt question raised by Mr,

;I{Ie;tns harrowing aecount of his days
(1 niglhts in New York hovels is, of

course: How can these auful ccnch-
tlmﬁs be cemected‘?

The answe.-1 ‘must come not merely
fro

.government, not merely from the
_toxv*'ns host of civic organizations—

but from the people of New. York
in ithe lalgest' sense, And we beheve

it }vﬂl come when the people realize

the ‘full, horrible dimensions of this
un¢onscionable situation.
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3 rtrue enoué that ﬁhe Wagljler |

condltlons ’I’he sl'ims haﬁe been
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Tomorrow
Btaff writer Woody
Klein writes of people in
Williamsburg who say

“wie ain't really alive”




